The 2002 psychologist prescribing law in New Mexico: the psychiatrists' perspective.
In March 2002 New Mexico passed the first state statute permitting the development of a process leading to prescriptive authority for doctoral level psychologists who obtain requisite training and certification. This article reviews the background of these events, the political processes by which this expanded scope of practice for psychologists evolved, the current state of regulatory discussions regarding this statute, forecasts of the practical impact of this legislation on practitioner patterns, and prospects for the future.